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TheHonorableJacobJ.Lew
Director
Office of Managementand Budget
Washington,D~C. 20503

DearDirectorLew:

This letterfollows upon theApril 12, 2000hearingoftheSubcommitteeonNational
EconomicGrowth,NaturalResources,andRegulatoryAffairs, entitled“Reinventing
Paperwork?:TheClinton-GoreAdministration’sRecordonPaperworkReduction,”andthe
Office ofManagementandBudget’s(OMB’s) June12th andJuly 19th responsesto my April
14th andJune20thpost-hearingfollowup questions.

Questionic asked0MB why it is resistingmy June9, 1999requestfor 0MB to disclose
its role in its reviewofagencypaperworksubmissions,assuchdisclosureis requiredby
PresidentClinton’s regulatoryexecutiveorder. 0MB’ sreply to Question1 c perpetuates0MB’ s
illogical andmistakenview thatrequiring0MB to revealchangesmadeby 0MB during the
courseof its PaperworkReductionAct (PRA)reviews“would impair its administrationofthe
PRA.” As I notedin five lettersto 0MB, revealingchangesmadeby 0MB is theonly way
Congresscanhold 0MB accountable,especiallygiventheClinton-GoreAdministration’srecord
ofnon-achievementin reducingpaperworkburdens.I do notacceptOMB’s July 19threfusalto
my repeatedrequestfor 0MB to begindisclosingtheresultsof its reviews,asofJuly 1, 2000.

Question2 asked0MB why, sincetheSubcommittee’sApril 15, 1999hearingthat
highlightedtheabsenceofpaperworkreductioninitiatives by theInternalRevenueService
(IRS). whichaccountsfor nearly80 percentofthetotal government-widepaperworkburdenon
theAmericanpeople,0MB hadnot increasedits staffingofonly oneanalystworkingpart-time
on IRSpaperwork. I do not acceptOMB’s July 19threfusalto my June20threquestthat 0MB
immediatelyincreaseOMB’s staffingdevotedto IRSpaperworkto at leastthreefull-time
analysts.

Question3 asked0MB abouttheresultsof its reviewsofthe60 mostburdensome
paperworkrequirements,whichequal85 percentofthetotalgovernment-wideburdenon the



public. OMB’s July 19threfusalto indicatethenextexpecteddatefor substantiverevisionof
eachofthe 60 andtheprocess0MB will follow for eachto ensuremaximumburdenreductions
is unacceptable.I urge0MB to rethinkits refusal.

Questions6aand6b askedif 0MB haspreparedacrosscuttinganalysisofpaperwork
burdenson small businessesandacrosscuttinganalysisofpaperworkburdenson Stateandlocal
governments.OMB’s July 19thletterwasnonresponsiveon this topic. Roundtablesarenot a
substitutefor governmentwidecrosscuttinganalyses.I urge0MB to conducttheseneeded
analyses.

If you haveanyquestionsaboutthis request,pleasecall ProfessionalStaffMember
BarbaraKahlowon 226-3058.Thankyou for yourattentionto thisrequest.

Sincerely

g~a
David M. McIntosh
Chairman
SubcommitteeonNationalEconomicGrowth,
NaturalResources,andRegulatoryAffairs

cc: TheHonorableDanBurton
TheHonorableDennisKucinich


